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NEWSLETTER 
   
      June 2009 

 
 

AIMS: To foster friendships based on sharing Air Force and aviation experiences; to support 
commemorative activities, heritage and records of history; and to provide for the welfare of 
members through advice, liaison and representation.  
 

Activities Ahead for 2009 
 

 
Monday 15 June 2009 - GM & Lunch 
1200 for 1230 Canberra Services Club, 
Manuka.  Guest speakers:  S/L John 
Cotterell and Maj Jack Thurgar, on finding 
the 2 Sqn Canberra wreckage in Vietnam.   
 
Monday 17 August 2009 - GM & Lunch 
Venue and guest speaker/theme: TBA 
 
Monday 19 October 2009 GM & Lunch 
Venue and guest speaker/theme TBA 
 

 
And a reminder of the Bomber Command 
Memorial Service to be held in the 
Sculpture Garden of the War Memorial on 
Sunday 31st May 2009 at 11:00 am. The 
service will pay tribute to those who have 
passed and provide an opportunity to 
provide a ceremony of honour to those 
who served in the Command. Everyone - 
especially serving and retired members, 
next of kin and families - is invited to 
attend.  Guests are asked to be seated by 
10:30 am. 
 
15 June GM/Lunch 
 
Note the change of venue to the Canberra 
Services Club in Manuka for the 15 June 
GM/lunch, which will be at 1200 for 1230 
hours in the newly renovated Reg Saunders 
Room at the rear.  Pre-lunch drinks may be 
purchased at the front bar. A buffet lunch 
will be served costing $20, buy your own 
drinks. 
 

Guest speakers, Squadron Leader John Cotterell and 
Major Jack Thurgar, will discuss the recent location 
in Vietnam of a Canberra bomber lost during the 
war.  The article following A Word from the 
President  provides more details of the find. 
 
Please phone your intentions to attend by PM hours 
Wednesday 10 June to John Magro (6266 3799) or 
use email (John.Magro@defence.gov.au) so 
catering can be arranged.  Payment will be on the 
day - exact change of $20 cash or cheque to 
expedite payment will be appreciated.   See you 
there.  
 
 A Word from the President 
 
 
 
2 Squadron Canberra Wreckage Found 
 
On 21 April 2009 Defence announced that wreckage 
of a 2 Squadron Canberra bomber had been found 
in Vietnam. Crewed by Flying Officer Mike Herbert 
and Pilot Officer Robert Carver, the aircraft was lost 
without trace on 3 November 1970.  
Located after a week's searching, the aircraft 
remains were 'in thick jungle in an extremely 
rugged, remote and sparsely populated area of 
Quang Nam Province, near the Laotian border'.  
 
The news will no doubt be welcomed by the families 
who until now have not known for sure what 
happened to their men, and was also a source of 
satisfaction for ex-president Lance Halvorson who 
provided important details to search teams of the 
last known location and probable crash site.  A 
heartening side to the story was the invaluable 
assistance given by former North Vietnam Army and 
Viet Cong soldiers and by local villagers, all of whom 
put old hostilities aside to help in the search. 
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Vietnam Veterans' Family Study  
 
A Vietnam Veterans' Family Study (VVFS) is 
being conducted by DVA to give the 
department a better understanding of the 
impact of war service on health and well 
being of families.  Information gathered will 
be used in future veterans' programs.  The 
study has, until recently, been confined to 
army veterans but now includes RAAF and 
RAN veterans.  Anyone who served in 
Vietnam 1962-1975 is welcome to 
participate.  Further information on the 
VVFS can be obtained from the DVA Health 
Study line on 1800 502 302 or from 
www.dva.gov.au/vvfs  
 
 
Transition Seminars 
 
Previously known as Resettlement 
Seminars, Transition Seminars are an 
obvious means of telling retiring RAAF 
personnel about the RAAF Association and 
attracting new members.  Unfortunately, 
Transition Seminars allocate a single 
presentation only to all the Ex-Service 
Organisations (ESOs), meaning that 
individual ESOs run the risk of not being 
mentioned at all.  To overcome this 
problem, the RAAF Association is working 
with the RSL and other ESOs to ensure that 
whoever does the presentation - and it may 
be any one of a number of ESOs - properly 
represents all the organisations involved.  
There is also an opportunity for ESOs to 
have desks at the seminar to distribute 
promotional material and this measure is 
under consideration. 
 
Easier Claim Process Trial 
 
Depending on their service, veterans and 
ex-service personnel may be entitled to 
benefits under three different Acts.  Anyone 
wanting to claim under more than one Act 
has to submit a separate claim form for 
each Act.  This is not only time consuming, 
but can be confusing as well.   
 
Fortunately, help may be at hand.  The 
Minister for Veteran's Affairs, Mr Alan 
Griffin, has announced a trial of 'one single 
claim form for compensation and benefits 
available under these three acts, cutting 
down the unnecessary paperwork' and 

reducing confusion.  The single claim form is being 
trialled in May/June in Perth, Melbourne and 
Brisbane.  Members will be advised of the outcome 
when news comes to hand.   
 
Australian Defence Force Medal (ADM) 
 
The ADM was issued in 2006 to all who enlisted 
after 3 September 1945 and served out their initial 
engagement, or four years, whichever is the lesser. 
The medal is easily recognised by its red ribbon, 
with black edges and two vertical white stripes.  
 
The Parliamentary Secretary for Defence, the Hon. 
Dr Mike Kelly, has announced that ex-serving 
members who were medically discharged without a 
compensable injury or illness will now be considered 
for the medal on a case-by-case basis. Details of the 
ADM and these recent changes can be obtained 
from Defence Honours and Awards, toll free, on 
1800 111 321, or www.defence.gov.au/medals/    
 
 
A Track Winding Back 
 
The Governor General Ms Quentin Bryce AC, 
launched the óA Track Winding Backô CD project at 
Morshead Home for Veterans and Aged Persons in 
Canberra in March 2009.  The CD includes stories of 
service overseas and Australia during wartime, 
working life, migration and Morshead residentsô 
thoughts on life, love and ageing. 
 

 
 
The Governor General Ms Quentin Bryce AC with Magella 
Blinksell and Colin Fereday, at Morshead Home after the  
Launch of the CD 
 

Long-time Canberra Division member, Colin 
Fereday, was among the participants.  The Project 
Officer, Magella Blinksell, spoke for Colin and other 
veterans when she said: ñThe therapeutic aspect of 
telling oneôs story and having it heard are right at 
the heart of the projectò.  ñIt is also important that 
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the stories of ageing members of our 
community and of our veterans are not 
lostò.  
 

Field of Remembrance Ceremony 
 
Morshead Home was also the venue for the 
War Widows Guild of Australia (ACT Inc) 
when they held their annual Field of 
Remembrance Dedication Service on 17 
April 2009.  Air-Vice Marshal Colin Thorne 
represented the Chief of Air Force and 
Chaplain (Air Commodore) Royce 
Thompson conducted the service.  
 

 
 
Chaplain Royce Thompson, Colin Fereday and AVM 
Colin Thorne at Morshead Home 
 

 Our immediate past President, Lance 
Halvorson, represented the current 
President.  Colin Fereday also attended the 
ceremony and laid commemorative crosses 
for two of his 458 Squadron crewmembers 
who lost their lives in Malta, during landing 
after a mission in the Mediterranean.   
 

 
 
Two crosses (on right) laid by Colin Fereday at 
Morshead Home 

 

RAAF 88th Anniversary Commemoration 
 
The RAAF celebrated 88 years of service to Australia 
on 31 March 2009.  Chaplains AIRCDRE Murray Earl, 
AIRCDRE Peter OôKeefe and GPCAPT Kevin Russell 
conducted the service at the RAAF Memorial Grove 
at Majura, Federal Highway, Canberra. More than 
200 people attended the service and braved the cold 
before a flypast of F-18 aircraft completed the 
ceremony, closely followed by the rain showers. 
 
Following the service, members of No 2 Squadron 
Association presented a commemorative book to the 
Tuggeranong Primary School, in memory of 
squadron members lost during operations.   
 

 
 
No 2 Squadron Association members Lance Halvorson, Gary 
Beck and John Richards with Tuggeranong School children at 
the Memorial Grove 

 
In all, the event was most successful, and the RAAF 
is considering holding future ceremonies in the 
Memorial Grove.  Colin Fereday and Arthur Skimin, 
take a bow.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
CONTACTS   



-4- 

 
President ï Peter McDermott  0438 016297  
 
Secretary -  John Magro  0420 329281 
 
Treasurer - Tony Wilkinson  6291 9030  
  
Vice Presidentï Doug Hurst 
Media, Publicity & Newsletter 6288 6195  
 
Director ï Lance Halvorson  62867825 
Social, Wings & Web    
 
Postal Address: 
PO Box 331, MAWSON  ACT  2607 


